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been closed and that spies (of unnamed nationality) had been
rounded up. A five-inch dispatch from Brussels disclosed that
there would be a secret session of the Belgian Senate to discuss
the activities of "certain foreigners" in Belgium, and that sev-
eral Germans had been arrested. Two communiques from
Paris told of perfunctory artillery activities and the repulse of
some enemy patrols. Yet before Lord Halifax had time to
breakfast the Belgian and Dutch Ministers were hurrying to
him with the desperate pleas of their sovereigns for help,
French airplanes had been destroyed on the ground as far
south as Lyon, and the whole German frontier from the
Moselle to the North Sea was aflame.
In France there also had been a cabinet crisis over Norway,
though it had not come openly to a head. Premier Paul Rey-
naud had not liked the conduct of French operations in Scan-
dinavia and had decided that General Gamelin, the French
Commander-in-Chief, ought to be replaced. This added new
intensity to Premier Reynaud's long-standing feud with ex-
Premier Daladier, for General Gamclin was known as a Da-
ladier man. It is said that the ex-Premier no longer thought
very highly of Gamelin either; but though he had not had the
energy himself to replace him, he could not accept the idea
that someone else should do it. By May 9 the row had come
to such a pitch that when Mr. Reynaud brought the matter up
in a Cabinet meeting that afternoon M. Daladier threatened
to resign if General Gamelin were replaced; and M- Reynaud
was ready to resign if General Gamelin were not replaced.
After their sharp discussion, the Cabinet members separated